_—— _ WIS _ A 


—_ Co 


EO 


STA T E 


© a E 


Chard! of Chriſt, 


IN.1TS:; 


MILITANCY upon EARTH, 
And the DUTY of it, withreſpet to 


Penal LAWS, 


IN A 


If Preach'd at the Aſſizes at Chelmsford 


In the County of ESSE X, 
8 MARCH 168}. 


By RIC HARD GOLTTY M. A. 
Miniſter of Hytton in the County aforeſaid. 


Ouod tibi non vis, alteri ne feceris. 


 Stationers-Hal. 1688, 


"LONDO N, Printed and Publiſhed by Rendail Tyler 3 near | 


CERMON 


42 


> —_ 
— I EE 


This may be Printed, 


SUNDERLAND. "Bj 


To the Right Honourable Sir Robert 
nh Knight, Lord Chicf Juſtice of England, 
to the Honourable Sir Zohn Powe/ Knight, one 
ofthe Juſtices of His Majeſties Court of. Kings- 
Bench ; My Lords , the Judges at the Aſhze 
holden at Chelmsford, &c. And alſo to the 
Right Worſhipful. Sic 7homes Manby Knight, 

Sheriffof the County aforclaid, | 


His Sermon,at the Appointment of the High. 
"Sheriff , was Preach d before :Your Lord- 
ſhips and the Grear Aſſembly at 2he Aﬀlizes; and 
whatever unkind and ſiniflrous Cenſures in this nice 
and critical Age, may be caſt upon me and it , yet it 
ya#honeſtly Ifion'd Tags in Service to the Peace: 


end Unity of the Chriſtian Church, to affeft that 

Auditoty with « ſenſe of their Obligation conflantly 

to affert what Is neteſary to. the ſuppert and honour. 

of Religion | | 
erences and. 


u3,end toallay our ſalt and eager 
mnoſtties, in what is impertinent 
thereunto ; todiſpoſe us to a willingneſs to be rid of 
thoſe Ipples Strife, that hape beeu, the uotorious 
&caſion of Diſcord and Contention is;1his unhappily 
divided Kingdom. I can't but hope that there is ſuch 
e general ſenſe of our having been too long under thoſe 
hmptames of Gods ijp/-aſure which the Prophet I{at- 
ah 9. 21. obſerves, concerning the Jews (that while 
4 a ga WT Ephraun 


TT - IR 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Ephraim was divided againſt Manaflch ; and Ma: 
nafſch againſt Ephraim , and both againſt Judah, 
Gods Anger was not turned away, but bis hand was 
Gretches out ſtill againſt them) as may prepare our 
hearts to a chearful concurrence in, and compliance 
with ſuch bealing Propoſals, az are proper for the eſta- 
bliſhing amongſt us aChriſtian Amityand brotterlyRe- 
conciliation. I bave humble Confidence that this which 
was myend inPreaching,isYourLordſhips and Wor- 
ſhips,in laying me __ ſach Obligation to the Publi- 
. Cation of it,as I cannot in decency ; Kr ES doubting 
but that all ſuch as bear Good W1ll to Zion,will pro- 
mote ſuch uniting Methods , that all ſingle and nar- 
row Intereſts, may give place to that of cammon 
Chriftianny ; hat no unchriſtian: heats and con- 
ceſts, may cauſe ſuch alicnation in afteftion, among 
Brethren of the ſame Sacred Family , as for triftes to 
fall oat in their way to their Fathers/Houſe z but 
that we may all conſent inthe purſuit of the Divine 
Ends of Religion,which are fincere Devotion towards 
God, ſound FaithinChrift, Holineſs in Heart and 
Life, Humility, Meekneſs, Brother-Love and Cha- 
rity towards Men , itt ſervice to which. , that Tow 
onours ard Worſhip may be eminent in your reſp 
Hive Stations Infirumentally js the moſt hearty Prayer 
o Your moſt Obedicnt - 
and Humble Servant 
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Bat b ſai, Nof' u-ohik ather up the 


Tares , jr toot up alſe = Wheat with 


_ them; Et both Pgre0 gf a ner until 
 zþe; Harveſt." 
=\Hc ſhorteſt Held rs an wunſeaGs 
. © able Remora to ny 2o -_ 
v wo ous Field in w 


; my avel'; z it give Gay 


* moſt Divine i ery with reſpe&toits Extent, 
_ ftyld the World. 


*F ſhall thetcfore obſetye't6 you, Thite in this 


whole Parable of the Tarcs id Wheat.” our Bleſ. 


ſed Saviour doth firſt deſcribe the State, and ſc- 


"condly _—_ cribe the Fant, of his Church inits Mi- 
lirancy.here 


re upon Eart 


In thekirſt of ona. tis ® dans that tho Chrit 
himſelfisthe Seedſman,tho he ſows only thegood 
| feed of Purc and Divine - op 7 _ ye 
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to00 Aeofilen Sn = unduriul _ 7 _ 
che Us, & x 
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andfer cto = 
Tho'tis reg Odds EW p Jant- 
ed, yet it hath ſome dead ant Ore Fber, 
Tharthis.is Fon Rana ths C C1 

this Work k pRocap 5 her 


FM | 
Tothis purpoſc St. Auſtin in his 
'Ctvitate-Dei, (auch, beelerale 3 
wbecge: uloingirt; 


World , chartheyarcaor rob Sane 
Day o f Jud 2ment. 
This al har ate comin Oblervacn 


commaiids.fuch ſe rnnſpes 

T ſhall noc wakke-the. ric in-offtering o_ jo 
_ kiepment wpon ir; only from ic obſcrvethe Vnar- 
countableneſs 
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mixjure of uaholy,Mcaing;-which.chenr: al op 
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grow uf res : 
The: A Neg Jo —_ 
getber up theT, ares; Sc. 

AE IOGs robes; had ny doe 

we ti tune & 
St niorefcaſondBbly;;; aridavith'\gteater ſafety, 
be ſcparatcd from the Wheat. Then I will ſay 
to the Reapers )"&ee: © 

5" Tit 6 cedure uponithis ihall erideavour 
firſt roſhew you vhiarismeancby Tares: 
- 2. What Chrif intends in-this his Anſwer : + 

And 3- To accOmmiosatethe whole of ic £0 
SilbUIHe. IN» \ 2111 WL _ 

Eirſt ,' wie whichis HO t& wotd: Þ _ 
tion'd only in this place iti th e New Teſtamont, 
ahd'it is rareſy robe foundini other An -thar 
its obſeurity gesthevendſion of 10 Ftars 
Aacions of it ; the Frentb'rendet ir Coliuni darhel, 
'and 7 heophraft faith ,' That Cort doth fomerimt Lo 
the eſcere , degenerate pur Darnel.” | X 

"Dfofate t iris it fopne* mf Weed grow- 
ing amongſt Corn inthar'Countrey. - Dr. "Ham- 
mond tranflates i Cote. ' Others give a more 
general Interpretation of it "as Mols Herba & 

. Plants ſerini noxrd ; ve crhenll Me icl77 KTaress 1? 

by 
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(5) 

:.. By which-may be anderſtood 7yze or a fort 
0 En era" oull Roots , 
and in twiſtingaboutche.Roots Corx;fucks 
away its Manat, andhath claſp: a the 
Branches, thar faſtening upan the Stalk, depreſ- 
ſes it, and without greateſt hazard to it, cannot 
be ſeparated fromu. . . I £iO! 


.* .* «4 


--:Sinceinthis Parablethe Devil is the Sower of 
them, and 7 Tares yt e—= Men, 1n this bs 
ricty my be meant | as inour Marginal Notes 

Haim Weeds whatfocver that are noxious 
to the Corz,, and /particulinly Jnfelix Lotium Dar- 
xel, which naturally difaffects the Head, and fo 
may properly de :ore Men Erring in udgment,ot 
morcrank-and unſavoury Ferds, as Carkock; Mays 
. geed; &c: 'which may -:properly, deſcribe Men 
Vicious inthcir Lives, ſfuch-as walk diſorderly ; 
?*cisthe unhappy Fate. of the Church to be infeſted 
with-them both.  Infelrx Lalium & fierales dont 


aeutar foere.:. © I 12 ON 10 SH) 9:5 

| * Bur 2. What doth Chrift mcan in forbidding 
his Servantsto gather theſe up;, _ and in ſuffering 
theivgrowth 'ull che: Harveſty which himſelt beiwg 
che Expoſitor, 15 to the end:of the World ?. 14 

_ Firſt, Negatively, Chriſt is not to be anterpre- 
ted in this), as if be were at all. pleas'd with che 
growth otcheſe Weeds) fol ; in 
ent Ft [kk 


(s)) 
:K woald undobbcedly bemaſt grateful ro-him 
toha "(ſich purcGrairun, his Sith, ns'1s fic 


robe gathcred infos: Ben, Carnage focus; 


Dart bi nga je of, fed 
fer-faruba Beck frat ve...  Weare adviſed hers 


notſo mach 1h the Dury of the Servants , as in 
the Condition of the Fie/d. .. 
; Yerneicher 2. (dodli Cdrift intetid the Icaft qito- 


hibicion to the Maziftrates Execution of. Fuſtine, in - 


anifhing Maſefattors. 
a TheSmead of: Faftice is: hottobebornin wait 
Majiſtrates areto-boa Torrourtto Evil Doors y 1a 
char rooting out them there 'can be no danger, 
bur akogerherſafery to the Vheat ; if they ſhould 
be ler alone, fo as ro\procced in impumey nll che 
Hatveft , the Worhd wouldbe'bur'Magzaurs by 


trocinizm, ora Cirteas Stable ;'it would beanun- 


clean Stage, where only Vice and Yillany would 


a6 irspare;\. it would bo ]tke'to that Fie/d under 
the Curlſc of Fob 31. 40. Thiftles 'would grow 
infiead. of Wheat-, and Cockle inſtead. of Bar, 
'orhke Soluwons Field of the Sluggard,:n 
would appear inirto-dcadminate it” a: Hil + 
Corn ,: bur'rwouldbeall ave grand with Briars 
and T horns. 
1'Tis obſervable, Chrif doth nor fay., Regne 
buju Mandi, the Kingdom of this World; bur 
Regnum 


a D4. Ad 


UMI 


He De 


(#) 
Regex Coli; the: Kingdom of Heaven; - 
Waaverfally interpreted of the Chureh, ; 

In our ' Saviers Expoſation Obit; *6s yl dabe 
Wetld, yeorhavisinr TOW os 


Pea. dt... EA 


Univerlelity asdiſpers'd over the whale ; 

according to the Pr icsQf x, KEX 5k 
'Sta46Sea;tandÞ bri ſents Diſciples rol Na- 
1008 iandthe) poſt 


tells ws;, 7 hat thair 4 | 
\oone into all the World, tis pro 
redeem 'dby his Blood , ſanctificd and En 
ed by his Space ,aod willar daft be-prefented 4 
himſelf without ſpot and blemitſh. - 
' ThatchisParaþblc is meantmor.of a Civil, and 
Political , bacoſan Ec, ical Body , 3s. 2cne- 
+ally -— Fr 2 reed; burth rxeturns, 
"OUr Foapogwonrsr rb. Prof. max = 
gaek Felefraftical Confures? 
Fothis:twanbwer'd 2. icly That Ghrs/t 
| here intends no Probibagon to Church Cenſures 
atwraniing ; of Offenders. 7 
\ * St-Auftin-puts anddetermincs this Caſo thus, ſp- 
fe Dominus cum ſervis v aga«,colligere dicit, 
"otite utradg;\ PISS uſq; ad mefſem., prewiſit cau- 
' Jam dicens , 'ne forte-cum walths rolligere vt, e14- 
ticetis @'triticum ;, wbiſatis ofteudlit zum metus ifte 
non ſubeft , -non dormiat ſeueritas diſcipline. (Qur 


- Lordrotho Servants appearing wreadineſs10 ga- 
# ther 


(8) 
ther the tares , requiring their growth together 
till che Harveſt ; he intimates the Cauſe, Left with 
them. ye root up'dlfo the Wheat : in evidence that 
'when no danger of that, chen the ſeverity of Diſc 
-pline is torake place. Of which ac large 1n his Epi- 
tle contra Parmen. & contra Vincent. 
'- Cbjift himſelf decrecd that hechat would nat 
heartheCbutch, ſhould beas an Hedthen or Pubh- 
canandthe Apoſtles by unqueſtionableAuthority 
| gaveSentence of Excommunication upon the [q- 
"ectuous Corinthian; 1 Cor: 5. 4. and upon. Hyme- 
' nus and Alexander, 1 Tim, 1.20. 4 1 Fnis 
The Church is not to be ſuppoſed an undiſci- 
lin'd Rout,diveſted of power ncceſlary tg@.ys con- 
fiſtence; whichit would be, ifitwert here orel(c- 
where,under probibition of cxercifing its Cenſures 
Whatthen do's our Saviour mean in hus t 
expreſſing himſck ia this caſc to the ſcryants? To 
' which lctvely W:{oſ9 "io \ir er 
Firſt in general; He expects-patience,lenity,and 
- tender caution, in — cares, he cor. Nl, 
rects the intemperate zeal of hisDiſciples,in whom | 
he forcfaw a:diſpoſition 'with improper and un 
due ſeycritics to proſecute offenders ; of whuch 
they gave ancarly inftance, in demanding fire 
from hcaven to conſume the Samaritans. | 
The mindof Chriſt in chis will be more parneu- 
oy 


tion , as a Gathering them up in 


| _ 9 
larly underſtood by conſidering his Sentence 
| Firſt , With reſpe& to the Queſtion;, as pur 
by che Servants ; "Wilt thou that "we go and gather 
them up? And 
Secondly, With reſpect to his Reaſon, Why 
not?” Left*'while ye gather up the Tares , ye roct up 
the Wheat alſo.” 16 vil 


{| ©. Nowin their En uiry, Wilt thou that we go and 


gather them up? They lignifie their intent of 2 
Tad cnandimmedit edifparchof ithem-wicthour 
the exerciſe of due-Patienes, and-necellary Conſe- 
defation ; thus, - | Y* | 

”** CWifoft. inMatth. interprets the Servants inten- 
No Raney Hereticks with Fire andSword, 
'and faith, Thatif by his Negative they had: noc 
been obliged to alter their Reſolutions , Blood- 
ſhed and War muſt haye followed all oyer the 


w, 


- World. | 


- The Wordinthe Original for gathering wp; _is 
==#w, and ſ1gnifies not ſo muc a ſingle Cl - 
es; they 


[would at once have fwept away theſe :Zares by 
Aome devouring Fadement , like that of Fire from 

"Heaven; to this their Propoſition Chriſt enters 
his diſſent, and tho he well enough approv'd of 

-the thing , yet by no means confented with them 
in the tume and mannerthey-would effect ic, bur 
C g1ves 


gives check to-that devowring Zeal that would 
deftroy all-Qppolers:; and doth! ,jngend: fart | 
thar this: gathering. together; Qr . rooting, wp 4, be 
rather g/adio oris then ore gladie ; that no 0- 
ther Sword , then the Sword. of the Spirit be 
uſcd ; that by Admonition, by the Sword of : 
Spirit of Meekreſs they be rather reſtor'd ;, Chri 
determines againſt their inimediate and utter de- 
ftruction in - way they defy 'd, left in gather- 
xg themup , they r00t rep the Wheat. | 
"TheSwand tho mea edg'd, 15-an 1 
diſtinguiſher'between Wheat and 7 ares, and War 
the moſt improper Judge £0 detcymine Refigjous 
Controverſies: Tis gladins dAppiend , ana-Heeak 
-on both {ides withourdificrencoro, Men on thar 
Dodttines; it involyes che Innocent and the Gui. 
ty in che fatae Calamity 1; like thoſe dreadful 
—_— Minutius Agr of , Syne de- 
lent rofacre © projena, vis, #Dxid6;feri- 
ut& why; 'gioſos;they one Ro We 
bur exneyeroors (ly derourig ch wocent; 


but. ksnevet;mere{atally-devoutring, thanwhen 
inthe andsofshoſein ham rey: 


Anti-remonflraxts 1n Roterdam placid it ,, who dc- 
- fian'd,, That if the Prozce or C 2y neglected the 
; Reformation.of a, Church, Neceſſe oft 1d fecere ple- 


betos liget gt ſanguingm uſg; proce pugnensc 1 Tec 
C 


(11!) 
the Plebeiars muſt Refbrth, tho it be with a Re- 
{iſtance unto Blood. 

7 heophylaft makes che more Chriſtian Com- 
ment u i Texr, who faith, Go would not 
by War have the Tarts yall 7 up, left in fo doing the 
Righteous s fuſer with the Wicked. | 

T heophyla# in Lot. faith, The Servants were ſo 
incensd midinflant dagainſt theſe Tares. upon their 
appearance in their Lords Field wana ini bx+4'pic, £0 

fave the tronble of a dilatory Proceſs ,- were re folved 
by @ raſh Bxecation to rid them from the troubles 
of this nitferabſe and wierched Life. © 

This return'of our Lord' to the Servants; 
if it benotaſtrit Prohibition of Capital Puniſh- 
tietits}, it is a ſeyere Cautioh,, that due care be 
had in inflicting it, left the Wheat alfo be ' robt- 
ed 

+ is certain the Primitive Chriſtians did intet- 

ret Chriſt, in ſaying , ' He came to ſave mens : lioes, 
He r'tb Heſtivog them ; FF hete in'thy Text, as etl 
rridg norbarely 1Chett, bac a Prohibition of 

puniſmng with gr n the ſcorc of Religion. 

They chat .4 Procefs' forciph tothe 
"Feller AH tec to the Rules of 'Chri- 


ſtrani 
— was dnee St. tin s pen, Nemitiew ad 


tnitatem Chriftita} 20g That non were - 
C 


(:12,) 
becompelled to become Chriftians: And when 
ze infolence of the Donatiſts made it neceſſary 
for him to alter his mind, yet as Be//armin con. 
fc (les.,. Semper excepit ſupplicium mortis., He al- 
ways excepted puniſhment with death. 

[f ithad been thought lawful to puniſh Hereſie 
with dcath , the Neoiacins of Tertullian and the 
Primitive-Chriſtians, would haye been.ina great 
Ine 0. 

'Tis a Modern Maxime in Chriſtianity, but no 
where, that Icanfind, an Article of Faith, Poſe 
Hereticos ab Ecclefia damnatos temporalibus penis 
G& etiam morte mulfari : That Herericks con- 


demned by the Church, were by the Civil Magj. 


ſtrate to. be ſentenced to Temporal Puniſhment, 
yeato:;Deathit fell... -; ... .. 

It was Calvin's Opinion, Hareticos jure gladii 
coercendos ; That Hereticks were to be reſtrain'd 
by.the Power of the Sword : Which Beza im- 
| proves 10 his Tra&t, De Hereticis puniendis, where 

c lays down this Theſis, Hereticos interdum ca- 
pitali ſupplicio a Magiſtratibus evercendos : That 
Herencks are to ſuffer Capital Puniſhment, 

. Dias Qution Yay herees gAtemin'd jn the 
more carly and purcr Times of Chriſtianity , as 
by Lefaztius lib. 5. cap. 10.  Defendendam efſe re- 


- 


ligionem non ccidendy led xxgriendo. Religion is wo 
* <. ON e 


(12) 
be defended rather by the expoſing. our own,than 
violating the lives of others. TH 

Our Saviour here forbids theirthus being ga- 

thered up, . leſt the Wheat be rooted up allo ;; it, 
bein evident ifthe ſervants had gone in that Me- 
thod, oy had wrong'd'the Harveſt, for as Sr. 
Auſtine ſaith , Multi primo *4%« ſunt poſtea tritt- 
cum fiunt ; fieri poo ut qui noxio dogmate depra- 
vatus eſt cras reſipiſcat © defendere poteſt verita+ 
tem : as St. Auſtin, once a Manichee, afterwards 
Malleus Hereticorum. Many at firſt appear tares, 
Ric aiterwards become wheat z he that is de- 
prayed with Error now, may repent too mor- 
row. 
Upon. this ſaith St. Zerome, Monemur non. citq 
amputare fevren , not raſhly to. off a Brother, 
for thry that-are bad now, may be better here- 
after 5 Niſt Dews expaltaret impium , non. haberet 
unde glorificaret plum; Had not God patiently ex 
pected the Repentance and Converiion ,of ſuch 
whom Men would deſtroy , ad laudabilem muta- 
tionem non perveniſſent ,, they had never, attained 
to Saving Repentance. ,- |... irc 444; 
.. Had Fire at che inſtance of che, Diſcaples.con- 
ſumed the Samaritans, they had been preyenced 
in their aftcr-rccetving the Goſpel ;had not Gods 
Payencegiver relpue to the Taresattcr. their: farlt” 

WE-5 «By diſcovery, 


(14) ; 
diſcovery , #*c"Martheurn de Publicano Evange- 
litam , nec Magdalenam de Meretrice penitenten 
heir v/i Deus eradicaſſtt Paulum ? erſec xentem, 
now! baberet' Ecclefia Paulin predicantem!' ; Mat: 
zbew of a Publican had never been an Evangeliſt, 
nor Magdalen the Harlot become Magdzlen the 
Penitent ; if $z#{had been tooted' out when he 
was aPerſecutot ;the Chutch would eyer haye 
wanted Paul the Apoſtle. The een grey me 
inthe Text thenis , That they might have ſpace 
tor Repenrance. VR ns.” 7 
-* Sr. Chiyſoft. affirtns, "That a Heretick, tho he 
perſiſts with obſtinacy in his Hereſte, yet is not 
to be Puniſh'd with Death, with whom Euthimins 
conſents. ,, Chriſt, faith he, in this Parable would 
nor (ufter che plaithing wp the Tarts \ left the Wheat 
ſhould be rooted up with them; forbidding the exc- 
_ of Hereticks, leſt the Orthodox ſuffer with 

Ir was therefore an _—— heat in Calvin, 
that ſent Servers tothe Flatnes, and in the Spit- 
zers, that commanded the Executionof Valentine 
Gentilis at. Bazil; and in Maximiliatt the Empe- 
rourin icauſing the Priſeilhavifts bo be put to 
death ; tho Sulpitius Severus faith of them, That 
they were hbomines luce indigniſſimi ; yet he adds 
they were peſſimo exemplo necati ; tho they \p—- 
c 


- 
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\Manikind, \yet, hers; he-:$vey tended on! 


the worſt:of Men, yce-their Execution way of 
dangerous Canſequence. And when A/exins of 

Conſtantinople cauied the Botgomili to be pur. 
Death, who (if cheir Opinions were candidly re- 
preſented) were ſufhciently bad, yerthe Baftert: 
Biſhops,difallow'd ofthe Fact ;, and Barone tells 
vs, it. was-the ancient uſuage of the, Primitize 
Biſbeps in moving the Secular Power againkt He- 
reticks , foto manageit, Ut tamen a capitali ſup- 
plicio inferendo dehortati ſunt. 

- 'Tis evident that Capral'Pupihment had igs 
firſt riſe from the Heathen and? Arrian Emperours , 
and inthat it. was after return'd by the Chriſtians 
upon ther Enemies. ;; at ab becauſe the Map 
was too hard for the Chriſtian. /'; 1-1 4 +45 4 
- Thirdly, \Thoirsmbmngeagrally interpreted, 
hat the Servants reſolved -by the above-men!- 
-oned\Severity;,i 1G at fam ihe body.of 


ro cut them fromthe Body of «he Church pe 
#and ſara arg of Opinien, That. the Scr- 


-yants:gefign tagatbcertagn WP;Way 18 fach a Way 
2 as poojericovehe Chueeh: wiktporedlh, 097. 
»Commianione Exeieſur, bby pang: them irom. 
Church Commuaien..... ... 2 
Chriſt may probably etc wtead acamuanand 
lenity in that dircful and ſolemn Sentence of Ex- 
1s communication, 


munication,which is an Amputation ora cutting off 
from the Body of Chriſt; 'ris in the Name: and 
Powet of Chriſt, adelivery overunto Satan for 
chedeftruction of the Fleſh , thar the Spirit may 
be ſaved inthe day ofthe Lord Jeſus. 

In" comport with the meaning of Chriſt here, 
Tt was anold Rule, Non Excommunicandane mul- 
titudiner , that a multitude were not to. be Ex- 
communicated, 

\. There was to be-no. gathering up in Bundles 

in this Life: the-Church did only Legere; ſ{clect 

one out of matiy Offenders , Ur pana ad paucos 

eſſet , metins adomnes; tormenta paucorum. exem- 

| ue omnium: That the Purſhment of a Gy, _ 
cautionto all. - 

Dr. Taylor in Du#t. Dubitent tells us,” T he Fade: 
ment of the Church in this Cenſure i is an effefiive ter- 
rible Declaration of the Judgment of God, anidthere- 

"fore muſt not be exterminating and final an _ of 

- ditthe concernment. 

The Sccond Canon of the Council at Worms, 

_dothDeace, Vt Nullus ſecerdotum, me 

Ae fides fdet., \ bomines, pro-parvis & levibus caufis ſu- | 

; oro > Thar no Prieſt tho neyer fo ſound in Ju fo 
aith, may ſuſpend Men from Church Com- 


| _— fora bg Caule. 


Dr, 


* - Dr. Tajlorin his DaB. Dubitent. afferts, That 


fo Lo 


. 2 
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no Man isto- be ſeparated from the Church.,. buc 
he that ſeparates himſelf from God ; - and tells 
us, That he who for a trifling cauſe cuts off a 
man from Church Communion, is like him in the 
Fable, who with an Axe beat out his Neighbours 
braihs , that he mighe bruſh off a fly, which he 
eſpicd on his Forc-head: or likean indiſcreet and 
ſevere Nurſe,that toclean the Childs head of the 


Dandruff, fleas off his Skin, - 


All endeayours ought firſt to.be us'd , that he 
may be reſtor'd with the Spirit of Meekneſs,. that 
by Admonition and Reproof, to which the Scrip- 
tures arc profitable, he may be reclaim'd, and 
till it appears vulnus immedicabile, he is not with 
that ſeverity to be cut off: 

_  Fourthly, The meaning of Chriſt may proba- 
bly be , That, in the «a4 i Religion, Gich as 
aremention'd Rom. 14. in which the Kingdom 
of Heaven 'doth nat conſiſt , the obligation of 
Chriſtians is to exerciſe Charity, mutual Conde- 
ſcenſion, and Forbearance one towards another. 

The Apoſtle. there dircctsto the alloy of all A- 
nimoſity and Diſcord about ſuch things, and 
provides thatthere be no Cenſuring or Grieving 
oncanother, and to this purpoſc he allowsa Li- 
berty co Men of cither Perſwaſton, intormung us, 
That 


That Chriſt died for both, and that God receio'd bath: 

**'The'Controyerft in theſe indifferent things , 
lies not between Wheat and Fares , but between 
Wheat and Wheat , and it may beis founded only 
becauſe one grows in a more fertile Soy] , andon 
amore Florid Stalk , or is of a brighter Comple- 
xion than the other, | 
 Thatthetrne Corr ſhould thus go together by 
che Ears,we may befſurc is aſhgnableto rhe hand 
of an Enemy , andif onr Lord permits the Con- 
creſcence of Tares and Wheat, mich more that 
Wheat and Wheat grow together. 

"Tis asnatural and uſual for Chriſtians to dif. 
fer irv their Sentirnents in matrers of thar kind, as 
t&s for Men to be of divers Stattrres and Complex- 
10ns,wherefore (the Apoſttetelling us; That he who 
doubteth is'danmed if be eat ) by Penalties to rc- 
quirea confentm one" Opinion in things fo in- 
different would be as hard'as forone torhraſt out 
hisNeighbours Eye , becauſe nor fo ſtrong and 
ptercing ashis own ;and would bea barbariy ex- 
ceefdingthatof Procrnſtesthe Roþber,who meafu- 
redallmen by his own bed,andwould bring them 
to that dimenſion, either by a Rack or Defakation, 
heonly torturing the Bodies, while the other 
woundsthe Confcientes,and cruciates the Minds 
of Men. + | 
| "Tis 


(15) 

'Ts obſerveable in this Parable, that the Ser: 
yarns entred their Complaint _ ſuch asap- 
pear'd 7ares, and it was for the rooting up of 
them they offer'd their ſervice, to whickrour Sa- 
viout ahnſwer'd azinmy Text, Ay, &c. 

If they had addreſs'd to their Lord with their 
Cenſures of their Fellow Servants, *and had figni- 
fied an Inclination, becauſe in every erifling pun+ | 
Rilo they agreed not with the Complainants 
that therefore they would go and gether them up 
our Lord would have given them another kind 6t 
Anſwer. + IONY 

Ifche Phariſers were inexcuſcable- in theit ne- 
gle&t of the great things of the Law, through their 
Zcal ia the things of it, Chriſtians are much 
more Crittunal in- violating the great ' Goſpe/ 
Law of Gharityand Meekneſs , upon the ſcore of 
fuch things asare not at all requited by any Di- 
_ If were minicus homo that ſow'd thoſe 7 ares 
that endanger'd the Wheat, certainly it is inimiciſ- 
fimus bomothat would gather up the VVheat 1n- 
ftcad of 7ares. © 

'Tis here obſetycable , that tho the 7 ares ap- 
pearcd to the eys of the Seryants,yet ourSa viour 
did not adyenturethe well-doing of his Field up- 


on their hand, ſo as to allow their Eradication ; 
D 2 it 
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if he had given any intimation ofthe Field, being 
commurted to ſuch a Conduct, as without poſſ- 
bility of beinginjurious to the YYhegt., the Taves 
might be gathered up , the force of the reaſon of 
his}Prohibition , Leſt with them ye root up the 
VVheat , would be eneryated. 
'Tis probable our Saviour deſign'd the preven- 
_ tionof this, when he refpited them till the Har- 
zeſt, well knowing-that they may then appear to 
be Children of che Kingdom, which through the 
paſſion orinadyertency of his Servants, would as 
Tares have been bundled up forthe fire. 

Thirdly , In the Accommodation of all this to 
our uſe, thoughit may be indecent for me toin- 
{iſt too particularly on the Paralld. between the 
State of the Field, and the: Condition: of: the 
Chuzch of Chriſt amongſt us, ſo as to charge 
the growth of the Tares to the Supineneſs or any 
other defaulc inthe Servants, or to ſuggeſt, thar 
-thofe concern'd in gathering the Tares, have not 
with the Servants ofthe Houſhold conſulted their 
Lord, nor taken their meaſures from him : Yet 
Eſhall adventure to give you the Judgments of 

fuchas areof great Honour and Authority upon 


this Subject; and ſhall cloſe my Diſcourſe with 
a Recommendation-of the Example of the Seryants 
w@ 0ur Inutation, 


The 
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The Authorities of ſuch as haye- given their 0- 
pinion in this Matter : | | 
\-» The Lord Chancellor Hidehis Speech»to the 
Parliament 1660 , 1s fall'd up with the Expreſſions 
of his Senſe of this Caſe and Direfions for its Care. 
The Honourable and Pious Lord Chief Juſtice 
Hale, lamenting that the Cauſe of Love and Pi- 
ety was hindred by our preſcnre Conſtitutions, did 
declare , That the only means to beal us, was a New 
AF of Uniformity , that ſhould neither leave all at 
liberty , nor impoſe any tbing but what was neceſſary : 
And with the Aſſiſtance of the Lord KeeperBride- - 
man and Bifbop Wilkins , drew up the Form of a 
Bill co be tendred to the Parliament to that pur- 


poſe... | | 
” The Arch-biſhop of Armagh,for the healing. of 
DiftraAions, and for the' return of a Wiſbed for 
Peace and Unity, did contrive ſome. prudent Ac- 
commodation neceſſary. | | 
Biſhop 7ay/ar in his Du. Dabitent-,) exprefles 
himſelf abundantly in this Caſe; as thus, wich 
reſpect: to our Condition. he. gives itas a Rule , 
That the ficcleſiaſtical Laws muſt be eaſie and chari- 
rable , and when they are not , they oblige not , and 
that Eccleſraftical Laws that are meerly ſuch, can't 
beuniverſal and perpetual. | s 


Bilhop 
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- Biſhop Davenant in his Letter to Dwers faith, 
Thet which makes Schiſms perpetual, ist he exettiſe 
of a Tyrannical Power, ſo as 16t to acknowledge any for 
Brethren, of admit any to Communion with them, 
who will not receive from them,in any difference of 0. 
pinion,a Law both of believing and ſpeaking. | 
'Tis the determination of a Leatied Doctor of 
our Chwurch , Thet without Controverſfte , the mejt 
inlet of all the DiſiraAicnsLonfaſions,and Diviſion v, 
of the Chriſtian World, is by adding other Condits. 
ons of Church Communion, than Chrift hath done. 
Wereit needful, I mijeht fill a Volatne with 
Quotations of this kind ; bur, 
I ſhall only inſtance in theſe whichnext to that 
inmy Text, oughtto be the greateſt Authority 
with us. / ? | | 
King James the Firit of Pious Memory, #s Ca- 
ſabon 19 his Epiſtle to Cardinal Perron, informisus, 
Thought that for Concord there is no nearer way than 


diligently to feparate things neceſſary from the unne- 
ao , and to beſtow all our Labour , that we may 
agree in what is neceſſary , and that in what js not 
fo, thebemay be Chriflian Liberty allow d. 

The Royal Martyr Charles the Firſt of gfori- 
ous Memory, in Conſideration of the State'pf 
theKmgdomin 1641, ſpeaks thus, As for Dif- 
ferences among our ſelves for Matters in their own 
nature , 


UN 
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nature , that are indifſerext concernins Religzon, We 
fball willingly Comply , with'the Advice of our Par- 
liament \, that ſome Lawmay be made for the exemp- 
tion of Tender Conſciences from Puniſhment or Proſe- 
eution for ſuch Cerexanies,, which by the judgment 
of moſt men are held to be zjatters indifferent , and of 
ſome, tobe abſolutely unlanful, 

The late Kiag Charles the Second of blefled 
Memory, - in his Declaration from Bred firſt, 
and its Declaration for Indulgence to Teader 
Conſctences afterwards, gave ſufficient Evidence 
of his Concurrent Opinion wichy his Royal Pro- 
fFenitors. | | | 

" Thusircan't but be acknowledg'd, Flat ſome 
of the Wiſeſt and moſt Learncd, and the greateſt 
of Mcn intheſeFhree laſt Reigns, were attected 
with a fenſe.of a Diſcaſo that the Chureb and Na- 
tion have been labouring-under,- and: id appears 
thathis Majeftics: Royal Anceſtors had it often in - 
their Thoughts, and upon thar Defires; flat it. 


mightbe heal'd. (4/122 07 Pritizon t "15% 
And' as: for:oug; Gracons Sovcardlg), 
that now wears al Crown; and {ways 


the Ro See. whom God preſerve; it ap- 
pers whatwas inthe Heartof Davithis Fa- 
ther ,. hath. a long tume been. upon the Heart,and 
no upon the Hand of our Solomon his _ 

ana: 
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and his Hand findeth to do it with all bis Might:He 
like a Tender and Prudent Phyſician, experiencing 
the inefficacy and inconyeAtence of thoſe corro- 
ding and actimonious Applications , that haye 
been too longus'd, thinks 1t: proper, inſtead of 
that Salt and Vinegar , which hath only: in- 
creas'd and inflam'd our Wounds , to recom- 
mend the Lenitives-of 0z/and Balſam; moſt pro- 
bably hoping , that the warm Beams of an In- 
dulging Sun 'will prevail to the laying: of that 
viciouſneſs of Temper, which the rough and 
rempeſtuous Wind had occafion'd. 

Our Healing Soveraign obſerving the Body 
Politick and Ecclefiaftick, like the Man in the 
Goſpel that fell among Thieves, 1f not halfdead, 
ing ſorely wounded, likS®the Good Same- 
Titan, is pouringin Oyl and Wine , and white 
he is ſo,ler nor any of us be like him that paſſed by 
' ontheother ſide, as all n—_ unconcern'd,, 
'or like him that only. vouckfaf'd to look , but 
offer'd nothing to relieve him in that diſtreſged 
Caſe but lerus all to our Caypnnan _ to the 
quenching thoſe common Fltmes , the ab 
laying thoſe threatning heats that haye-becn fo 

fatal ro us, and: contrikyte ——_—_ win this 
' moſiChriftian Service : ſome of us by Hlumility 
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{ and Obedience, others of us by Compaſſionand 
Condeſcenſton, andall otus by our Praycrsand 


Tears, gf ow | 
Laſtly, Tothis we muſt reckon our ſclyes 0- 
blig'd, by conſidering the Example of the Ser- 
yants inthe Text , Inſervis habemus tam quod lau- 


demus quam quod imitemur : We haye in the Ser- 


vants both whatis commendable and imitable. 

They cleared themſelves from a treacherous 
betraying the Truſt repos'd in them, of the Field, 
by reporting to their Maſter the unexpected ac- 
cident of the growth of the 7ares; they being in- 
form'd that an Enemy had done it , offer'd their 
ſervice to redrefs the Miſchief ; that if the Enemy 
cntred the -— their Sloth, hemight be cx- 
pens by their St. Auſtin to that Inquiry, 

hos that that is caten up with Zeal to 
Gods Houſe ? Anſwers, Qui omnia gue videt per- 
verſa ſatagit emendare : That it he ſees the founda-« 
tion of it too narrow apd ſtrait, will endeavour 
the inlargement of its baſis to its duc extent. 

If he perceives an inconvenience in the fenſe 
incompaſling the Ficld , will conſult fuchan A- 
mendment of it as may neither keepout ſuch as 
belong toChriſts Fold , nor faffer the wild Beaſt 
of theficld nor the wild Boar of the Wood, nei- 
ther Turk nor Pagan, ;- enterin, And that _ 

ca 
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Zeal inthis, nfay not be an Tgxis Fatuus to preci- 
pitate us into unſafe and dangerous Methods , 
rhat it may not be a feavoriſh heat, that invades 
the Health , and threatensthe Life of that Body 
that cheriſhes1t, but that it may bea Coal kmdled 
at Gods Altar,let us with the Servants in the Tex, 
go toour Lord. | Fa 

So, firſt, notto be too much influenc'd by 

our Paſſions. : Solomon tells us ; Wrath is Cruel, 
Anger is outragious, and nothing cax fland before 
Envy, Pro. 27.4. 
. Soas, ſecondly\, Not to take'our Mcaſures 
from the Examples of others, to return to them 
in propartion to thoſe undue feycrities which ar 
any time have been reccived from them, the Rule 
of our Saviour, Is notto do tooclers as they do, 
bur as we would havechem do toour{chves. 

Lec us therefore reccive our Directions from 
Chrift, and _— inthem, - referring all to 
out Maſters Will, and thgn proceed accordine to 
his Dictates , . whoſe Service conſiſts altogether 
in the following of his ewn Rules; for m fo doing 
we ſhall moſt promote our MaſtersHonowr, and 
be mot fervicable ro his Fiel the Chureb; and 
beſt provide, that when we ſhall be trafiflated 
trom our Stations mhis Kingdom here, we may 
be-made partakers of his Erernal Kinedom "iti 

| Heaven; 
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Heaven ; and in the meantime, God 1n his inft- 

nite Mercy, ſo dire& the Counſels and Influence » 
the Hearts of Men , that the Tares which at the 

Harveſt (hall be gathered , may not in the mean 

time be able either to ſuppreſs the Wheat , or de- 

ſtroy the Field; and that our Lord Jeſus, who 

loved his Church , and gave himſelf for it, may 

SanCtify and Cleanſe it, and ar laſt preſent” it 

to Himſelf a Glorious Church without ſpot or 

blemiſh. 7o Him, with the Father and the Holy 

Ghoſt, be all Honour, Glory, and Praiſe, both now and 

for evermore. Amen. 


